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SEAMS COACH TRIP TO DOVER CASTLE – SUNDAY 22ND MAY
The first time I have visited Dover Castle so my father and I were very much looking forward to the trip. About 8:30 on the Sunday the coach arrived at the last pickup already looking very full. There were only a few empty seats on the day with 23 people onboard. Dover Castle is a sprawling complex of many historic buildings spanning the entire written history of Britain. From the original site of an Iron Age fort to the Roman Pharos or lighthouse, the only survivor of a pair built either side of the port. The Saxon church of St Mary de Castro to the Norman Castle built in the 1160’s with its Keep, a Royal palace for Henry II built in 1180’s. In the Second World War, Dover Castle was Admiral Ramsay’s operations centre for the Dunkirk evacuation. Operation Dynamo lifted over 338,000 men from the Dunkirk beaches and breakwater using many now famous ‘little ships’ alongside the larger ships of the fleet, only 45,000 were expected to be saved. Unfortunately the operation room was under refurbishment and could not be visited. The Norman keep was furnished and painted in period and several actors were role playing during the day, highly amusing and attracting quite a crowd. Though largely dry and sunny, winds were strong and the open fire burning in the Keep was a welcome but short relief.  The day was in fact so windy that it was actually a struggle to walk up the entrance ramp to the inner Keep...
At about 3:00pm we all grouped back at the coach for a detour on the way home to the Battle of Britain Memorial at Capel le Ferne. Opened by the Queen in 1993 as a memorial to those who lost their lives in the Battle, it is laid out in the shape of a three bladed propeller using red and white paving bricks. At the centre is the statue of a lone seated pilot in contemplative mood. The plinth is carved with the insignia of the many squadrons who flew in the Battle, including the famous Czech and Polish squadrons. My father was picking out his squadron numbers from when he joined the wartime RAF as a young instrument mechanic. The flagpole adjacent to the car park was relocated from the famous Biggin Hill RAF base which played such a major role in the defence of Britain.
I was pleased to have my father along for this his first visit to the memorial as he is now in his mid 80’s and no longer confident enough to drive distance. I also think there were several of our group for which the visit to Dover Castle or the Battle of Britain Memorial prompted recollection of wartime memories in one form or another. 

Well done Peter for organising such an interesting visit 
Richard Amos     

EDITORS RESPONSE
Thanks for your kind words Richard! I’m really glad that your father enjoyed the day but I can’t claim the credit for the Battle of Britain memorial stop, that goes to Heather and John Moss and I agree it was a great way to finish off a really good day.
Peter Hoyles

COBBS MILL OPEN DAY – 8TH MAY

Once again S.E.A.M.S were invited to put on an engine display and help run the big Tangye at Cobbs Mill. Tom, Stephanie and Les had worked really hard to get the mill and grounds ready for the big day and the children did a gallant job of selling their homemade cakes and tea. We had a really good display of stationary engines and although it was the week before Mills open day we still had a lot of paying public through the gate (very kindly Tom lets us keep the gate money - £273.00). Two of the public to turn up that day were Fred Sayer and his wife Peggy, the last active miller at Cobbs Mill. Fred had meet Peggy while she was billeted at Sayer’s common during World War II. They were very impressed with the way the mill had been restored and were very grateful to Tom for his hospitality and intend to keep in touch with the mill. All in all it was a really enjoyable day and would strongly recommend it for next year.

Peter Hoyles



COACH TRIP 

We are planning another coach trip sometime in October; I have had a few suggestions such as Bovington Tank Museum, Gloucester Docks, The Imperial War Museum in Ducksford, Cambridgeshire. If you like the sound of one of these or have any other ideas please let me know.

Peter Hoyles
                                         
   

CHANGE IN EMAIL ADDRESS
Please can you send all future newsletter entries to peter.hoyles@hotmail.com or via post to 42 Glovers road, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 7lA.
Peter Hoyles
  
ADVERTS           
 (
Classic Components
 Bespoke Engineering
Malcolm Duffield
Tel: 01342 305088
Mob: 07765 237087
Email: 
Malcolm.duffield@classic-components.co.uk
 
www.classic-components.co.uk
 
)




 (
Vintage & Classic Engineering 
One off parts made also small batch work, castings machined, gears cut and repaired, stripped threads repaired, sealing joints skimmed, valve seats cut, small white metal bearings poured & machined, bushes, spacers & bolts, and all other general engineering etc.
Phone Alan
Tel: 01322 294053 Mobile: 07706 364702
Email: 
Opencrankman@aol.com
 
)






 (
1x Mayfield Garden Tractor ‘Two Wheel’ with a Sussex style two wheel trailer and one auto colto hoe - £200 or make me an offer!
Please phone John on 01444 412476
)SALE






WANTED
 (
Brian Moreton is looking for a Rushton PT in good order, please phone Brian on 01428 656258
)








EVENTS 

	Date
	Event

	July 30/31st 
	Kingsley Steam and Vehicle Show – contact Tony Haydon 01420 474298

	July 30/31st 
	Ringmer Steam and Country Show – contact Mr Radbourn 01903 233240

	August 6/7th 
	Seddlescome nr Hasting Vintage Show (to be confirmed)

	August 13/14th 
	Bluebell Vintage Vehicle Show with stationary engines on platform

	August 21st 
	Cranleigh Classic Car Show + Engines?

	August 27/28/29th 
	Rudgwick Steam and Country Show – contact Terry Hand 01403 823262

	September 4/5th 
	Balls Cross Vintage Show – contact Tony Hayden 01420 474298

	September 10/11th 
	Heyshott Country Show (to be confirmed)

	September 11th 
	Saddlecombe Farm – contact Peter 07931 306135

	September 17/18th 
	Fishers Farm S.E.A.M.S show

	September 24/25th 
	Kingsfold Rally – contact Alan Cullen 01342 327852

	October 8/9th 
	Weald and Downland – contact Peter 07931 306135

	October 16th 
	South Downs Nursery at Hassocks – contact Peter 07931 306135

	November 5/6th 
	Giants of Steam at the Bluebell – contact Ian 07850 209401




Web:   www.seams-stationaryengclub.co.uk
Email:  peter.hoyles@hotmail.com 
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